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Romans 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title, Author, and Date 

 The Apostle Paul is the author of Romans, a letter to the Christians at Rome 

 Date: AD 56-57 

 Composed in Corinth 

Paul in the New Testament 

 Paul authored thirteen of the twenty-seven books of the NT 

 He wrote in letter form (address and greeting, body, conclusion) 

 Paul, like other ancient writers, used a scribe in his writing (scribe had some freedom based on the nature of his 

relationship with the author) 

 The New Testament generally arranges Paul’s letters according to length, not chronology; as the longest letter, 

Romans is first 

 Paul’s first nine letters are addressed to churches; his last four are addressed to individuals 

 Paul wrote his letters over a period of at least fifteen years 

 Eventually, the letters were collected and gathered into a single group 

 Paul was both doctrinally unbending and loving; he was not easily discouraged and trials did not fill him with self-

pity; he had unusual physical and emotional stamina 

 He was born in Tarsus and inherited Roman citizenship from his family; he learned the trade of tentmaking and 

used it to avoid burdening the churches he served with supporting him financially 

 He received rabbinic training in Jerusalem under the rabbi Gamaliel, a Pharisee from the school of Hillel; he was 

fiercely opposed to Christians prior to his conversion 

 Paul’s belief system is centered on Christ, not ethics, anthropology (man), soteriology (salvation), ecclesiology 

(church), or eschatology (end times) 

Themes/Features/Characteristics of Luke 

 Purpose 

 To relieve tensions between Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians (15-16) 

 To prepare for Paul’s impending visit (1:10-13; 15:19-22) 

 To solicit the support of the Roman Christians for Paul’s mission to Spain (15:23ff) 

 To explain his theology to the Romans and apply it to practical issues in daily life 

 God’s Character in Romans 

 He is accessible—5:2 

 He is eternal—1:20 

 He is forgiving—3:25 

 He is glorious—3:23; 6:4 
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 He is good—2:4 

 He is incorruptible—1:23 

 He is just—2:11; 3:4, 26 

 He is longsuffering—2:4,5; 3:25; 9:22 

 He is loving—5:5, 8; 8:39; 9:11-13 

 He is merciful—9:15, 18 

 He is powerful—1:16, 20; 9:21, 22 

 He is a promise keeper—1:1, 2; 4:13, 16, 20; 9:4, 8; 15:8 

 He is provident—8:28; 11:33 

 He is reconciling—5:1, 10 

 He is righteous—2:5; 3:25, 26 

 He is unsearchable—11:33 

 He is wise—11:33; 16:27 

 He is wrathful—1:18; 2:5, 6, 8; 3:5, 6; 5:9; 9:18, 20, 22 

 Contents 

 The Sinfulness of All Human Beings (1:18-3:20) 

 Paul explains that God had revealed his wrath against sinners because they were living in moral 

disobedience and rebellion 

 Both Jews and Gentiles are guilty of sin 

 They must know their condition without God if they are to understand what Jesus has done for them 

 The Path of Righteousness (3:21-5:21) 

 God provided humanity with righteousness that was apart from the law, founded on faith in Jesus 

Christ, applied to all human beings, made possible by the redemptive, atoning death of Jesus Christ 

 Salvation comes by God’s grace through faith...no one can boast before the Lord 

 Term “justification” is used to describe the divine act by which God declares as righteous anyone who 

places trust in Jesus Christ; justification leads to a new standing before God, and it provides an incentive 

for holy living 

 The Path of Holy Living (6:1-8:39) 

 Salvation (as exemplified in baptism) so changes individual that they receive a new nature that delights 

in serving God 

 Though Christians are under grace, they are not free to sin 

 Christians have passed from slavery to sin into the service of God 

 Though sin persists, Christians, through the power of the Holy Spirit, can experience life and strength 

in the struggle against sin 

 The Problem of Israel’s Unbelief (9:1-11:36) 

 Paul discusses why the Jews, God’s own people, had rejected the Gospel 

 God has a right to offer salvation to whatever people He wishes; the Jews had rejected Him, giving the 

Gentiles an opportunity for salvation 

 Does God’s offer of salvation to the Gentiles mean He has not kept His promise to Israel? Paul says no 

 God’s promises were never intended to guarantee salvation to every Israelite by birth 
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 The people of Israel themselves are to blame for failing to embrace God’s righteousness in Christ, 

despite God’s clear word to them 

 Some Israelites, like Paul, are being saved, and in them God’s promises are being fulfilled 

 The invitation to salvation, however, still stands for all 

 Practical Christian Living (12:1-15:13) 

 Paul calls on his readers to offer themselves as living sacrifices in response to God’s mercy 

 Because of the spiritual diversity in the church, members are to wisely use their spiritual gifts for the 

good of all 

 They are to show love both inside and outside the church body; they must pray for the welfare of 

unbelievers, show empathy toward them in good times and bad, display loving and forgiving attitudes 

toward them 

 Regarding government, Paul wants his readers to practice obedience and respect and pay their taxes 

 They are to owe nothing to anyone but love and live in a state of moral watchfulness until Jesus returns 

 To those holding differing convictions regarding food and observance of holy days, Paul instructs them 

to first show respect for one another; they should also not hinder the growth of others because of their 

convictions; their primary goal should be to build up one another by seeking the good of others 

 Harmony within a church depends on mutual love, which includes sincerity, hatred of evil, retention of 

right standards (goodness), affection, respect, industriousness, devotion to God, joy in hope, patience, 

prayer, generosity, and hospitality (12:9-13) 

 For Paul, theology always affects life: right belief must lead to right behavior in all areas of life 

Outline 
I. Introduction (1:1-18) 

a. Senders and Recipients (1:1-7a) 

b. Greeting (1:7b) 

c. Thanksgiving (1:8-10) 

d. Paul’s desire to see the Romans (1:11-15) 

e. Paul’s thesis for the letter (1:16-17); “the just will live by faith” 

II. Body of the Letter (1:18-15:13) 

a. God’s Lordship and the People of God in the Past (1:18-4:25) 

i. The Human Predicament: Guilty (1:18-3:20) 

ii. God’s saving act in Christ: Justification (3:21-4:25) 

b. God’s Lordship and the People of God in the Present (5:1-8:39) 

i. Salvation assured by Christ’s faithful acts 

ii. Comparison of Adam and Christ 

iii. Union with Christ in His death and life 

iv. Slaves to righteousness, not sin 

v. Married to Christ 

vi. Ineffectual works of the law 

vii. Life in the Spirit 

c. God’s Lordship and the People of God in the Future (9:1-11:36) 

i. Israel’s unbelief and Paul’s anguish 



 4 

R
o

m
a

n
s
 |

 9
/
2

6
/
2

0
1

0
  

ii. God’s freedom to choose His people 

iii. Rejection by God results from a rejection of God in Christ 

iv. Salvation belongs to all 

d. God’s Lordship and the problems of daily living (12:1-15:13) 

i. The consecrated life 

ii. The duty of love 

iii. Responsibility to civil authorities 

iv. The duty of love, part 2: it’s urgent, since Christ is returning soon 

v. The strong and the weak 

vi. The example of Christ 

III. Final Instructions (15:14-33) 

a. Paul’s ministry to the Gentiles and the unreached explained 

b. Particulars relating to Paul’s mission to Spain and a possible trip to Rome 

IV. Closing (16:1-21) 

a. Greetings 

b. Parting blessing/grace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lea and Black: The New Testament: Its Background and Message 
Carson and Moo: An Introduction to the New Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Donald Fowler 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary 
Robert H. Gundry: A Survey of the New Testament 
Rose Publishing: Deluxe Then and Now Bible Maps 
Andreas J. Kostenberger: Encountering John 


